Lesson Plan

Mapping Cultural Universals

Jenna Zemrak and Amber Gibbs*

Purpose: This lesson is designed to illustrate possible relationships and correlations between language, nationality, and religion.
Geography Standard: 4 - The Physical and Human Characteristics of Places

Objectives: 

 
Given data about specific cultural universals, students will create maps based on world languages, religions, and nationalities.
After creating maps, students will explain the spatial distribution of the data represented on the map.
As a class, students will compare and contrast three maps to determine cultural interrelationships.
Materials: 

If the World Were A Village: A Book About the World’s People by David J. Smith, Illus. by S. Armstrong.  Tonawanda, New York: Kids Can Press, Ltd. 
· 1 blank transparency world map for each student.
· Prepared graph transparencies of data taken from If the World Were A Village: A Book About the World’s People by David J. Smith 
· Colored pencils
· Nystrom Desk Atlas. 2004. Chicago, Illinois: Herff Jones, Inc. 

Lesson Procedure:

I. Introduction

 A.  Identify culture
1.  Ask the class to give a definition of culture. 

2.  Culture: everything we use to live on earth that is not directly part of out biological inheritance.

                                 B.   Introduce  students to the meaning of cultural universals and use language                    and religion as examples of   significant universals.

II. Creating Maps

A.  Organize students into three groups, each to create one of the following thematic maps: Language, Nationality, and Religion. 

B.  The students will color code each map transparency, using the following color   scheme: 

1.  Nationalities: China – Yellow; India —Blue; United States – Purple;  Indonesia –                  Green; Brazil – Red;                                                                                                                  

2.  Religions (use Page 21 in atlas for reference):  Christians – Purple; Muslims (Islam) – Red; Hindus – Blue; Buddhists – Yellow;  Jewish – Green

 3.  Languages (use page 28 in atlas for reference):  Chinese Dialects (East Asian) – Yellow; English (Germanic) – Purple; Hindi (Other Indo-European) – Blue; Spanish (Romance),  Arabic (Hermitic/Semitic)– Red.

III. Share Maps 

A.  Using the map transparencies created by students, conduct a class discussion about each of the three thematic maps.

B.  Have class determine correlations and differences between the three cultural aspects that are represented on the maps. For example, is there a correlation between spoken language and religion?

                     IV. Closure

 A.  Using the book, If the World Were a Village: A Book  About the World’s People, read sections about world nationalities, languages, and religions.
B.  As the pages are read, show graph transparencies of nationalities, languages, and religions to illustrate to students graphical data obtained from the book.

Bibliography

Nystrom Desk Atlas. 2004. Chicago, Illinois: Herff Jones, Inc. 

Smith, David J. (2002). If the World Were a Village: A Book About the World’s People. Illus. by S. Armstrong.   Tonawanda, New York: Kids Can Press Ltd. 

*Jenna Zemrak and Amber Gibbs, creators of this lesson, are Keene State College elementary education and geography majors.  Jenna and Amber were students in the Geography for Teachers course and taught this lesson to their peers as part of course
Data

Nationalities:

1. China - Yellow

2. India - Blue

3. United States - Purple

4. Indonesia - Green

5. Brazil – Red

Religions: Use page 21 in atlas for reference

1. Christians - Purple

2. Muslims (Islam) - Red

3. Hindus - Blue

4. Buddhists - Yellow

5. Jewish - Green

Languages: Use page 28 in atlas for reference

1. Chinese Dialects (east Asian) - Yellow

2. English (Germanic) – Purple

3. Hindi (Other Indo-European) - Blue

4. Spanish (Romance/Celtic) - Green

5. Arabic (Hamitic/Semitic) - Red
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