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Postage Stamp Activity
Purpose:

The students will create a pictorial representation of their assigned or chosen New 
Hampshire town/city. 

Essential Element:  The World in Spatial Terms and Places and Regions

Curriculum Standards:

1.
Standard 1:  How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective.

2.
Standard 5:  That people create regions to interpret Earth’s complexity.

Objectives:
1.
Given a map of New Hampshire, students will locate and analyze a specific New Hampshire town or city.

2.
Given a map of New Hampshire, students will create a postage stamp to represent a town or city.

3.
Given a map of New Hampshire, students will compare and contrast student created postage stamps to identify particular New Hampshire cities or towns. 

4.
Given a New Hampshire regional map, students will identify regions within New Hampshire, and describe physical characteristics of each. 

Materials:

· New Hampshire Atlas

· 8.5X11 piece of paper for each student

· Crayons, markers, colored pencils

· Glue

· Scissors

· Transparency of the State of New Hampshire (back cover of the atlas)

· Internet

Procedure:

1. Assign students each a different city/town in New Hampshire

2. As a class, locate chosen locations throughout New Hampshire

3. Worksheet 1A

4. Create postage stamp

5. Collect stamps and assign each a number 

6. Worksheet 1B and 1C

7. Collect stamps

8. Share students’ guesses

9. Creator to explain stamp to class

Presentation:
This activity allows students to become familiar with the New Hampshire Atlas, as well as interpreting several maps and graphs to draw conclusions.  

1. Assign students each a different city/town in New Hampshire

a. Have students choose towns or cities from a hat. Secretly log which town/city the students have.

b. Suggested towns or cities: Concord, Nashua, Manchester, Portsmouth, Berlin, Keene, Dover, Rochester, Claremont, Hanover, Lebanon, Laconia, Colebrook, and Salem.

2. Locate chosen New Hampshire towns/cities.

a. Using an overhead transparency of a New Hampshire map, locate and mark each city or town that the students will be using for this project.  

b. Allow students to identify the location of their counties in which their city or town is located in.  This will help the students to use the thematic maps in the New Hampshire atlas.

3. Worksheet 1A

a. Students will use the New Hampshire atlas to complete worksheet 1A.  

b. Explain the worksheet as an atlas scavenger hunt, and students will use the worksheet answers to determine how to design them.

4. Create Postage Stamp

a. Give students an 8.5X11 piece of paper and using the information collected from worksheet 1A, they should think of ways to represent their city/town.  (To represent Deerfield, NH, I might cut my piece of paper in the shape of the town boundaries.)
b. Explain to the students that on the 8.5X11 paper they are to design their town/city stamp using the data that they collected.  Allow the students to use the resources in the school to research a little about their assigned place, (internet, books, magazines, etc.).    On the back of the stamp, add several words that describe their city/town, (popular attractions, lakes, physical and cultural characteristics).  

c. Allot 1 hour for students to create their visual representation of their town/city.  For students who may need more time allow them to take this activity home.

5. After each student has created a postage stamp, collect them and assign each stamp a number.  Use worksheet 1B as a master list to write down each postage stamp’s number and to which town/city it corresponds to.  (The teacher should know the stamp that is labeled number 1 is ____? _____ city or town).

6. Explain to the students that they are town or city detectives and to determine how each stamp corresponds to a particular place.  Use worksheet 1B and worksheet 1C for their educated guesses.  Explain that each town/city is only represented once.

7. After each child has had a chance to guess their peers’ postage stamps, collect the stamps.

8. Allow students to share their guesses as a class.  

9. After each student has shared their guess, allow the stamp creator to explain why they represented their town/city in the manner they did. Continue to do this until all students have shared.  

Worksheet 1A (Deerfield, New Hampshire)

Before you begin to create your postage stamp you should complete this worksheet.  This will only help you decide how you want to represent your place.

(I am representing Deerfield, New Hampshire)

1.  In what county is your city/town? Rockingham County
2.  What is the population of your city/town?  3,678 people
3.  Are there major highways through your city or town?  If so, which one (s)?  No
4.  Was there railroad access to your town? No
5.  Was your location an early settlement center? No
6.  What were the early industries in your town/city?  Trapping for furs
7.  What Native American tribe lived at your location?  Penacook
8.  What are major agricultural products? Vegetables and sheep
9.  What is the tourism region? Merrimack Valley: capital of NH and Seacoast
10.  What is the diversity percentage of your location?  0%-2.0%
Worksheet 1B


Each stamp has a number on the back side, use the numbers on the stamps to correlate to this worksheet.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Worksheet 1C


After you have analyzed each stamp use this list of towns and cities in New Hampshire to guess your classmates town or city.  As you make your educated guess for each stamp check off the cities or towns you have used.  Write your answers on worksheet 1B.

· Claremont

· Hanover

· Lebanon

· Laconia

· Colebrook

· Salem

· Concord

· Nashua

· Manchester

· Portsmouth

· Berlin

· Keene

· Dover

· Rochester
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