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Where are all the Wal-Marts?

Purpose:  To help students navigate and become familiar with roadway map reading.

Essential Element:  The World in Spatial Terms and Places and Regions

Curriculum Standards:
1. Standard 3:  How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on earth’s surface.

2. Standard 5:  That people create regions to interpret Earth’s complexity.

Objectives:
1. Using a road map, students will navigate through New Hampshire’s major highways.

2. Using their knowledge of the highway system, students will locate 10 Wal-Mart’s that lie near or off New Hampshire’s major highways.

3. Using a map, students will infer why the Wal-marts are located in or near the major highway systems. 

Materials:  


Photocopies of inside back cover for each student


Crayons


New Hampshire Atlas


Calculator

Procedure:
1. Discuss highway systems

2. Find Wal-Mart locations

3. Make Predictions

4. Find Wal-Mart locations in New Hampshire

5. Locate towns/cities that are home to a Wal-Mart

6. Compare findings

Presentation:
1. As a class discuss why we have highway systems.  How do the highways serve us?  What would happen if we didn’t have highway systems?

2. Explain to students that we will be mapping the Wal-Marts in New Hampshire that are close to or off major highway systems throughout New Hampshire.

3. Predict where Wal-Marts may be located on New Hampshire’s highway system.  Have students plot their predictions on a N.H. map.  Do predicted locations show a pattern or patterns?

4. Have students print the New Hampshire Wal-Mart store locations from the website:  http://www.priceviewer.com/walmart_locations/NH.html
5. Use either map from N.H. atlas, or a N.H. road map and plot actual Wal-Mart locations.  Is there a pattern?  How is the pattern different from students’ predicted locations?

6. Compare the number of Wal-Marts near major cities with those serving less populated areas.

Extension:

As an added activity, students could use an internet based site, like map-quest, to determine the nearest Wal-Mart location to them.  What major roadways and highways would they take to get there?
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