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Howdy Ya’ll.  I wanted to extend a welcome from my home state of Texas to the geography 

educators in New Hampshire.  Moving to New Hampshire from Texas has been quite a change.  

I want to thank everyone in the New Hampshire Alliance who has made me feel welcome as I 

settle in to my new position as Coordinator for the Alliance.  Nancy Gagnon, the Co-

coordinator has been especially helpful.  I have truly enjoyed participating in events such as 

Geography Awareness Week, the New Hampshire Council for the Social Studies Conference 

and planning a wide variety of professional development programs for the spring.  All of these 

activities are wonderfully familiar; I am just able to participate in them in much cooler climate.  

It is great to be part of an organization that is composed of a national network of geographers.  

This network is able to offer wonderful programs, expertise, tips, and ideas to teachers 

whether they are located in Texas or New Hampshire.  All of us have the same goal, to im-

prove the geographic literacy of our students.  I look forward to working with you to achieve 

this goal! 

The New Hampshire Geographic Alliance has undergone many changes over the past few 

years and has been in a stage of transition.  At the same time, National Geographic has tasked 

all of the alliances across the United States to participate in a Strategic Planning Process.  This 

past semester, we started that process by examining the wonderful past traditions the organi-

zation has had over the last twenty years.  This next year we will be working with consultants 

to develop goals and objectives for the next five years.  It is an exciting time to be part of the 

alliance as we create a new vision and path for the organization.  I am lucky to be able to par-

ticipate in this process from the beginning using the solid foundation that has been built my 

predecessors. If you have a passion for geography and would like to join us in creating this new 

vision, I would love to hear from you. 

In the meantime, please take a moment to read through this newsletter and discover the won-

derful opportunities 

we are able to offer 

this spring and sum-

mer.  There are a vari-

ety of topics, grade 

levels and formats; 

you are sure to find 

something which ap-

peals to you.  Regard-

less of what you 

choose, the experi-

ence will definitely be 

worthwhile. 

Lara Bryant 
NHGA members: Bob Woolner, Ina Ahern, Dave Chase, Nancy Gagnon, Steve Beaupre, 

Mary Alice Knightly, Lara Bryant. Not pictured: Dave McCormick 

Callling all TC’s!    Callling all TC’s!    Callling all TC’s!    
Are you a teacher consult-
ant? Have you participated 

in previous institutes or 
workshops? Would you like 

to be involved in future 
events? We would love to 
hear from you! Contact us!   

Newsletter edited by 

Alexandra McKillop    

KSC Geography Major 
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Geography Awareness Week receives Gubernatorial Proclamation  

The second week of November is always 

an exciting time for geographers around 

the country. This week was defined by the 

National Geographic Education organiza-

tion as Geography Awareness Week, affec-

tionately called GAW by some. This year 

we were successful in obtaining a procla-

mation form Governor John Lynch.  Each 

year, Geography Awareness Week has a 

specific theme, and this year’s theme was 

freshwater. Activities are still available 

online related to freshwater themes and 

issues at www.GeographyAwareness 

Week.org. The Mast Way School in Lee 

had a particularly successful GAW event 

with over 100 people in attendance. Judy 

George, Mary Ellen Web, Barbara 

Paquette, and David McCormick, the state 

Geography Awareness Week Coordinator, 

organized the event. The teachers set up a 

series of stations and students rotated 

stamped when they completed each task. 

The activities included using Google Earth, 

playing geo-themed board games, deco-

rating New Hampshire-shaped cookies, 

Landform Bingo and putting together map 

floor puzzles. They also had raffles and a 

’Hall of Maps’ which involved a Map Ana-

lyzing Quiz. David wishes to make it an 

annual 

event in-

volving the 

entire 

school. 

Keene 

State Col-

lege also 

hosted 

several 

GAW 

events, 

including a 

tower of 2.5 gallon buckets that provided 

a concrete visual aid comparing the aver-

age water use of the Americans to the 

average worldwide. The water tower was 

used at the NHCSS conference to advertise 

GAW. The Geography Club set up a table 

in the Student Center, where students 

could calculate their water footprint. The 

Geography Club also received a Pespi 

Grant to host two lectures on campus.  Dr. 

Rutherford Platt lectured about research 

on Ecological Cities and discussed the im-

pacts of urban water use. The other lec-

ture by Dr. Christopher Brehme discussed 

his work on large project, ‘Mitigating Risk 

to Whales from Lobster Fishing’ funded by 

Sea Grant. All of these events were well-

attended, and the Geography department 

at KSC looks forward to another successful 

GAW next year.                                             

By Alexandra McKillop                             

Sometimes it is just a matter of how you word things…Lessons on ways to teach 

Two weeks ago I attended a workshop by 

Heidi Hayes-Jacobs on curriculum mapping.  

It was a great seminar and she spoke about 

a variety of reasons why schools need cur-

riculum mapping.  With that said,  one of 

the most important ideas I learned was not 

at all about the art of curriculum mapping 

rather  it was about framing what we teach 

into what are best practices for our stu-

dents. We, as teachers often give our stu-

dents topics they need to know such as 

map projections or the Nile River.   It is true 

that knowing what a map projection is and 

where the Nile is on a map is important but 

there are other ways to get  a more vibrant 

and richer answer to that topic.   What if 

teachers changed the framing of these top-

ics into questions such as why do geogra-

phers keep coming up with new projec-

tions? Or what will happen if the Nile River 

dries up?   Students can still grasp the con-

tent of the topic but now they are able to 

put themselves in the driver’s seat and  

make decisions about complex world 

issues.   With concept based learning 

students drive their own learning and 

through this validate the “why?” of edu-

cation.  Another idea might be to frame 

the topic by giving students a situation to 

analyze.  If you are an earth immigrant to 

space what type of projection might you 

come up with that will help you under-

stand the world in which you live?  Or if 

you are an official of the Sudan how 

might you work with Egypt to make sure 

the river you share can sustain the popu-

lation of both your countries?   These 

questions still deal with the same topic 

however the new framing will sustain 

long term recall of this information and 

enhance the motivation for the student. 

In Social Studies classes teachers con-

stantly feel the push and pull of various 

disciplines.  In a history class that pesky 

geographic topic creeps into the curricu-

lum and even, heaven forbid, the occa-

sional government or economic problem.   

If  educators frame the issues differently 

for students, classes will welcome the 

other disciplines into what we teach be-

cause you can’t understand the big picture 

unless you let all aspects of a topic in to 

analyze.  The complaint of “I can’t teach it 

all” develops into what is the best way to 

approach an issue.  Students find connec-

tions between the disciplines and come to 

a more productive understanding of the 

topic. Sometimes in education it really is 

how you frame the question.  We need to 

be constantly looking at things from a vari-

ety of perspectives to teach to the whole.  

If educators take the time and energy to 

ask how I can look at this spatially or how 

can I look at this from an economic per-

spective students will reap the benefits.  

Just a twist of a few words may open up a 

whole new world for your students. 

By Nancy Gagnon 

Co-coordinator for the NHGA 

Water tower at NHCSS Conference. 





Stay tuned for information on Mapping the Future, June 27Stay tuned for information on Mapping the Future, June 27--28th!28th!  





April 9th, 2011 in Durham, NH 

With the generous funding from the National Geographic Society Education Foundation, 

the New Hampshire Geographic Alliance is also able to offer the following programs this 

spring.  All of these workshops are led by experienced Teacher  Consultants who have 

been trained with National Geographic Society. We hope you will find one that meets 

your needs.  

This all day workshop will explore the 

idea of keeping geography alive in the 

classroom through a variety reading and 

language arts activities.  Participants will 

discover how to integrate children’s litera-

ture, technology and the arts to increase 

geographic literacy with their students.  

Planning strategies, specific activities for 

each grade, and resources will be shared. 

May 7th, 2011 in Central NH 

Do you love Geography?   Would you like to fit it into your very busy 

day?  This all day workshop will give you ideas, lesson plans, and 

teaching strategies to incorporate into Reading, Science and Social 

Studies.  Participants will receive lessons that give the student’s hands 

on experiences that are easy to implement using curriculum you al-

ready teach. 

  Come and share your ideas with fellow teachers.   

 Return to your classroom with sure fire ideas and goodies.  

 Hope to see you there.  
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NHGA Spring 2011 

Workshop Registration Form 

First Name: ________________ Last Name:_________________ 

School Address: ______________________________________ 

                                            (Street, City, State, Zip) 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________ 

Grade Level: __________ Subjects Taught: _________________ 

Phone Number: (    )      - _____ 

Workshop Choice: (please check)  

March 17-19 Infusing Canada into the Curriculum, Manchester                            
*register by March 10th 

March 18- Eye in the Sky 4pm-6pm, Contoocook                                                      
*register by March 11th 

March 25th – Community Atlas: 4pm-6pm, Plymouth                                            
*register by March 18th 

April 9th – Geoliteracy, Durham                                                                                   
*register by April 2nd 

April 16th – Community Atlas, Keene State College                                                 
*register by April 9th 

 May 7th – Geography for the Elementary Classroom, Central NH            
*register by April 30th 

May 13th – Community Atlas: 4pm-6pm, Durham                                                   
*register by May 6th 

Please mail your registration form to:                                                                                
New Hampshire Geographic Alliance                                                                           

Keene State College                                                                                                     
229 Main St.                                                                                                             

Keene, NH 03435-2001 



Keene State College 

229 Main St 

Keene, NH 03435-2001 

Phone: 603-358-2428 

E-mail: lbryant1@keene.edu 

             momgeo@gmail.com 

Go Green! 

Sign up to receive the Granite             

Geographer electronically in color at 

www.nhga.net and receive a free       

National Geographic map. 

Trivia Question:  
What is the location of the newest 
country in the world? E-mail your 
answer to lbryant1@keene.edu to 
enter a drawing to win a beautiful 

Hammond World Desk Atlas! 
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Mega Maps 

New this year, the New 

Hampshire Geographic 

Alliance is offering a Mega 

Map Lending Program.   

Select from:  

Europe, The Political 

World, The Water World 


